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District 228 Students, Families, and Staff, 

Over the last month, our administrators have attempted to call every family.
The purpose of our calls was to see how our students were coping with the
difficult times and understand how we as a school district could be of service.

As you can imagine, our district received a wide variety of feedback - and we value that feedback. 

While many of our families expressed that remote learning is going well, we know that some of
our families and students are understandably struggling in the remote setting.

In September, our district hoped to transition back to in-person learning. Unfortunately, new
guidelines presented by the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) made this near
impossible to accomplish. Since then, we have studied the guidelines and have adopted our
plan.

For these reasons, we have made the decision to slowly and cautiously switch to a blended
learning plan and begin to allow students back into our buildings. Specifically, on Monday,
October 19th through Friday, October 23rd our Freshmen students will return to campus. This
will give our Freshmen the opportunity to explore the building, find their classes, and meet the
staff. On Monday, October 26th, 25% of our student body will return to class on assigned days.

While the goal is to get as many students back on campus as possible, please understand that
our district will be taking a very cautious approach  in returning students to in-person
instruction. This announcement does not mean that all of our students will be returning to in-
person learning right away, nor does this announcement mean that we cannot move back to a
remote learning setting.

Additionally, our district appreciates the flexibility and patience of our community as we continue
to follow and adapt to any and all new guidelines presented by the Illinois State Board of
Education (ISBE), the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH), and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC).  

The continued success of returning to in-person learning will count on our students, staff, and
families following safety guidelines and also being honest in reporting any COVID-19 symptoms. 

I would ask that you please read through this document in its entirety as it will provide you
important information as we approach October 19th. 

Sincerely,

Bill Kendall
Superintendent
Bremen High School District 228
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Providing the best and safest educational opportunity
possible for District 228 students and staff.

Adhering to guidance provided by the Illinois State
Board of Education (ISBE), the Illinois Department of
Public Health (IDPH), and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC).

OCTOBER 13
No school. This day will be used as a Blended Learning Planning
Day for staff.

OCTOBER 19 - OCTOBER 23
Freshmen students will transition to the blended learning model
and attend classes at school one day a week while continuing to
learn from home the other days of the week.

OCTOBER 26
25% of the District 228 student body will learn on campus each
day as the district transitions to blended learning. This means
that every student will attend classes on campus one day a week
while continuing to learn from home the other days of the week.

ONGOING MONITORING AND RE-EVALUATION
As our district transitions from a remote learning model to a
blended learning model, we will continue to monitor and re-
evaluate as we look to fully integrate students back into our
buildings.

O U R  G U i D I N G  P r i n c i p l e s
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O U R  T I M E L I N E



Remote Learning

Remote Learning is when all of our District 228 students are learning
virtually from home. 

Blended Learning

Blended Learning is when some of our District 228 students are learning
virtually from home and some of our District 228 students are learning in-
person at their school. No matter where students are located, they are
learning synchronously with their peers. 

What does learning synchronously mean?

For each class, students are learning from the same teacher and are
learning the same lesson at the same time. In other words, students are
learning together regardless of their location. 

r e m o t e  v s .  b l e n d e d  L e a r n i n g
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F r e s h m e n  R e t u r n  t o  C a m p u s

Click here for the Blended Learning Schedule for Bremen and Tinley
Park High Schools

Click here for the Blended Learning Schedule for Hillcrest and Oak
Forest High Schools.

Freshmen students will be given an opportunity to return to campus without
their older peers in an effort to become acquainted to their buildings and
staff during the week of October 19th.

Freshmen students will attend their classes one day of the week in-person
based on alpha slice: 

Rather than the remote learning schedule, students will now follow the
blended learning schedule.

Again, the blended learning schedule will be followed by all students,
including non-Freshmen students who will continue learning from home
during this week. 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gROzjixNlUvZdk9OdRatQuK4uy4sg7w1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gROzjixNlUvZdk9OdRatQuK4uy4sg7w1/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16gT4kjMW3vIlSFVdiV0zU3UEx31NN6Bf/view?usp=sharing


25%  o f  S t u d e n t  b o dy  R e t u r n s  t o  C a m p u s

Click here for the Blended Learning Schedule for Bremen and Tinley Park High
Schools

Click here for the Blended Learning Schedule for Hillcrest and Oak Forest High
Schools.

On Monday, October 26th, 25% of our student body will return to campus for in-person
learning as we transition to blended learning. 

Students will go to school on their assigned day, once a week, which is designated by
alpha slice. 

All students, whether at home or in the building for their designated day of in-person
learning, will now follow the blended learning schedule.
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Q U I C K  FAQ S
How many days per week will my student be in-person at their
school?

Each student will have the opportunity to learn in-person at their school one
day per week. 

What schedule should students be following when they are in the
building?

Whether at school learning or home virtually learning, all students will follow
their school's blended learning schedule found on pages 3 and 4.

What day will my student go to their school for in-person learning?

Please view the charts and information found on pages 3 and 4 of this
document.

What if I do not feel comfortable sending my student to school for
their day of in-person learning?

That's okay, we understand! Please have your student stay at home and
continue learning from a virtual setting. That's it. There's no need to fill out a
form or take any further steps. We understand everyone has different needs
during this time.

What if I feel comfortable sending my student to school for in-person
instruction now, but change my mind in the future and would like
them to stay home?

That's okay, we understand that the world is changing day-to-day. If at any
point in time you would prefer to have your student learn virtually and not
attend their day of in-person learning, all you have to do is have your student
stay home and learn virtually. There's no need to fill out a form.
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Q U I C K  FAQ S
What happens if a student or staff member is at school and begins to
exhibit COVID-19 symptoms or become sick?

Per IDPH and ISBE guidance,  the student or staff member would be escorted
to a controlled space by the school nurse who would care for the individual and
arrange to send them home.

All students would continue about their day and the room would be closed for a
deep cleaning, which includes the use of disinfectants approved by the CDC.

Because we are social distancing, wearing masks, and following guidelines, it will
hopefully be unlikely that anyone would become infected and that this situation
would not warrant a school closure.

If an employee or student has tested positive for COVID-19, the school nurse
and administration will work with the Cook County Department of Public Health
to determine next appropriate steps.

How will this work exactly? What will this look like?

Teachers will be instructing students synchronously and students will still
receive at minimum 25 minutes of face-to-face instruction from their teachers.
This means that for the majority of the class, the teacher will be instructing both
the students in front of them and the students who are learning from home
simultaneously.  

Will transportation be available for my student?

Yes, bus schedules will be distributed by your school administration in the near
future. Please know that students will be expected to be self-certified  before
getting on their bus. Learn more about self-certification by viewing pages 8 and 
9.

My student is enrolled in a travel class between District 228 schools.
Will this class still be occurring/traveling?

Yes, District 228 travel classes will occur and take place per usual.
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Q U I C K  FAQ S
My student attends the Delta/Achieve program typically held at
South Suburban College's Oak Forest Center. Will they be returning
to in-person learning at this time?

Our Delta/Achieve Director, Erin Collins is currently in the process of
reaching out to all of our Delta/Achieve families and providing additional
information for you. Please keep an eye on your email.

I have more questions about this, who should I contact?

Please reach out to our public relations specialist, Jamie Bonnema at
jbonnema@bhsd228.com. Understand that Jamie will answer questions as
quickly as possible, but her response time will vary based on the number of
questions she receives each day.

As a reminder, your school administration is also here to answer your
questions and provide support. Feel free to call your school's main office.
The office will direct your call and help find an answer to your question.

Bremen High School, 708-371-3600
Tinley Park High School, 708-532-1900
Hillcrest High School, 708-799-7000
Oak Forest High School, 708-687-0500
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H e a l t h  &  S a f e ty  M e a s u r e s  o n  C a m p u s :

s e l f - c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s

Received a confirmed diagnosis for coronavirus (COVID-19) by a
coronavirus (COVID-19) test or from a diagnosis by a healthcare
professional in the past 14 days

Had close contact with or cared for someone diagnosed with COVID-19
within the last 14 days

Experienced any cold or flu-like symptoms in the last 14 days (to include:
fever or temperature of greater than 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit/38
degrees Celsius, cough, difficulty breathing, sore throat, pressure in
chest, extreme fatigue, earache, persistent headache, diarrhea, or
persistent loss of smell and/or taste)

Traveled to any of the current "hot-spot" required quarantine states in
the past 14 days? List of states here (updated regularly).

Every day, all students and staff members must certify that they have not... 

How will I self-certify daily?

Legally emancipated students under the age of 19 may self-certify.
Otherwise, parents/guardians can self-certify their students every day using
PowerSchool. A daily notification will pop up in PowerSchool until the self-
certification form has been completed. 

Staff will continue to self-certify using the District Google Form as they
have been.

What will happen if I do not self-certify?

Students/staff will not be permitted into the building if they are not self-
certified.
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H e a l t h  &  S a f e ty  M e a s u r e s  o n  C a m p u s :

s e l f - c e r t i f i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s

Students must be self-certified every day, once a day. Students will need
to be self-certified...

A) Before boarding their bus, if the student takes the bus.

B) Before entering school, if the student does not take the bus.

Bremen High School Attendance Office, 708-396-8109
Tinley Park High School Attendance Office, 708-342-8209
Hillcrest High School Attendance Office, 708-647-4809
Oak Forest High School Attendance Office, 708-342-8308

Bremen High School, 708-371-3600
Tinley Park High School, 708-532-1900
Hillcrest High School, 708-799-7000
Oak Forest High School, 708-687-0500

When does the parent/guardian have to self-certify their student?

OR

What if I answer "YES" rather than "NO" to the questions/situations
found on page 9?

If you answer "YES" to any of the self-certification questions, then you need
to self-quarantine for 14 days and call your school's attendance office to
alert them of your situation.  A nurse and/or school staff member will then
reach out to provide support. 

What if I need help with the self-certification process?

Call your school's main office! We are here to help.
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H e a l t h  &  S a f e ty  M e a s u r e s  o n  C a m p u s

We have appropriately spaced out classroom desks to ensure all
students and staff are regularly seated 6 feet apart from one another.
Desks will also all face the same direction. Teachers will remain in the front of
the classroom and at least 6 feet away from students at all times. 

We have directional (one-way) hallways marked to help with the flow of
traffic. (Showing you which way to walk on each side of the hallway)

Mask Wearing

All students and staff are required to wear masks while in District 228
buildings. Specifically, students and staff should wear a two layer mask. Face
shields are not acceptable as a form of mask. Any student or staff member
who does not have access to a mask should contact their school's main
office. 

Students and staff who do not wear masks will not be allowed into any District
228 buildings. Improper mask wearing will be handled appropriately by school
administration.

Social Distancing

We understand it will be difficult, but we ask that our students and staff try
their best to keep as socially distant as possible throughout the day. We
have placed 6 feet distancing decals on our floor hallways to help remind
you what this looks like and how far you should be spaced from the
individual in front of you. 

Additionally...

Hand Sanitizing Stations

We have placed hand sanitizing stations/pumps throughout our District 228
schools and recommend students and staff both sanitize their hands
frequently.
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H e a l t h  &  S a f e ty  M e a s u r e s  o n  C a m p u s

Water Fountains

All school water fountains will be disabled. Students should plan to bring
their own water bottles for the day. While water fountains will be disabled,
select water refill stations will be available in each school.

Changes to School Restrooms 

School restrooms will still be available for use and will be cleaned hourly.
Certain stalls/urinals will be closed to maintain social distancing space.
Additionally, garbage cans that require the touching of lids have been
eliminated. Hand dryers have also been disconnected as they have been
proven to spread germs in small spaces. Instead, non-touch, pull-down
paper towel dispensers have been made available. 

Lunchroom Adjustments

Lunch will still take place at our District 228 schools, but social distancing will
be enforced and tables/seating will be spaced appropriately with all seats
facing the same direction. Additionally, lunch options will be grab and go items
to help reduce any potential spread of germs. Lunchrooms will be cleaned
after every period.

Facility Use

Students should not use facilities such as the fitness center, library, or other
school spaces unless directed to do so by a teacher or activity/athletics
sponsor. 

When school is finished, students are expected to leave campus immediately
in order to reduce chances of social gatherings.

Locker Usage

No lockers, including in hallways and for physical education, will be in use.
Students should plan appropriately and bring only what is necessary to
school with them. Page 11



H e a l t h  &  S a f e ty  M e a s u r e s  o n  C a m p u s

Staff is encouraged to open windows as frequently as possible (as weather
allows). 

The District is following CDC and ASHRAE guidance by increasing the
percentage of outside air intake through the building HVAC systems to the
highest and safest amount, up to 100%, in order to dilute indoor
contaminants while still maintaining temperatures within comfort ranges. 

Additionally, teachers are encouraged to teach outside as often as possible
(as weather allows).

Entering/Exiting Buildings

Certain doors may be closed to help monitor the flow of traffic and prevent
the spread of germs. Your school administration will communicate this
directive and information to you prior to the start of blended learning.

Travel Restrictions

Any students or staff who travel to any of the IDPH "hot-spot"/required
quarantine states must stay home and quarantine for 14 days. Click here to
view the list of states that are updated regularly.

iWave Air Purification

Our district has purchased an iWave Air Purification system for all of our four
schools. The purification system is attached to each school's air handling
system and helps to eliminate polluted air, germs, and viruses such as
COVID-19. To learn more about how the purification system works, click
here.

Air Flow

Cleaning

All buildings will be cleaned frequently and as recommended by the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).
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H e a l t h  &  S a f e ty  M e a s u r e s  o n  C a m p u s

Bremen Attendance Office, 708-396-8109
Tinley Park High School Attendance Office, 708-342-8209
Hillcrest High School Attendance Office, 708-647-4809
Oak Forest High School Attendance Office, 708-342-8308

Bremen Attendance Office, 708-396-8109
Tinley Park High School Attendance Office, 708-342-8209
Hillcrest High School Attendance Office, 708-647-4809
Oak Forest High School Attendance Office, 708-342-8308

Reporting COVID-19 Symptoms

We cannot stress this enough. If you are sick or think that you may be
experiencing any COVID-19 symptoms, please stay home. If you are able to
continue learning from home, please do so. Regardless, we are relying on
you to communicate this information to us. By keeping us informed and
staying home, you are helping to prevent a potential outbreak/school
closure.

Please call your school's attendance office in this situation. When calling, the
more information and details you can provide us, the better. 

In this scenario, you will be expected to self-quarantine for 14 days and/or
receive a negative COVID-19 test before returning to school for in-person
instruction.

Coming in Contact with Someone Who has COVID-19

Again, please stay home if you believe you have come in contact with
someone who has COVID-19. Even if you think you have not been exposed,
please consider that you are keeping our school safe and helping to reduce
the chances of an outbreak/school closure. 

In this situation, you will also call your school's attendance office and will be
expected to self-quarantine for 14 days and/or receive a negative COVID-19
test before returning to school for in-person instruction.
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H e a l t h  &  S a f e ty  M e a s u r e s  o n  C a m p u s

R U L E  O F  T H U M B

Bremen Attendance Office, 708-396-8109
Tinley Park High School Attendance Office, 708-342-8209
Hillcrest High School Attendance Office, 708-647-4809
Oak Forest High School Attendance Office, 708-342-8308

If at any point you feel sick, are experiencing COVID-19 symptoms, or
think you've been in contact with someone who has COVID-19, please
stay home and contact your school's attendance office OR alert your
teacher that you need to be taken to the school nurse immediately.
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V i s i t o r  G u i d a n c e

Masks are required in all District 228 buildings

Social distancing of 6 feet is required in all District 228 buildings

Hand sanitizer is available at all District 228 buildings and all buildings
are being properly cleaned and sanitized every day.

Visitors are required to self-certify at every District 228 building upon
entrance. 

District 228 offices are open Monday-Friday from 7:30 am - 4:00 pm

District 228 is working diligently to keep its buildings safe and clean for all.

The district continues to advise that families and community members
please conduct their business online, via email, or over the phone when
possible.

If someone must visit a District 228 building on their non-designated in-
person learning day, please be advised of the following:
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 C o n t i n u e d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n

District 228 Administration Center, 708-389-1175
Bremen High School, 708-371-3600
Tinley Park High School, 708-532-1900
Hillcrest High School, 708-799-7000
Oak Forest High School, 708-687-0500

District 228, www.bhsd228.com
Bremen High School, www.bremen.bhsd228.com
Tinley Park High School, www.tinley.bhsd228.com
Hillcrest High School, www.hillcrest.bhsd228.com
Oak Forest High School, www.oakforest.bhsd228.com

District 228 Facebook Page (@BHSD228)
Bremen High School 

Twitter (@BremenNation)
Instagram (@BremenBraves)

Tinley Park High School
Twitter (@TinleyParkHigh)
Instagram (@TinleyParkHigh)

Hillcrest High School
Twitter (@HCHawkEye)
Instagram (@hchs_hawks)

Oak Forest High School 
Twitter (@ExperienceOFHS)
Instagram (@ExperienceOFHS)

Communication is vital in moving forward. If you believe you have not been
receiving communications from our district, please access your PowerSchool
account and ensure your correct and most up-to-date contact information has
been provided. If you need assistance with this process, please contact your
school's main office.

District 228 will continue to provide updates and important communications by
phone, email, social media, and on the District 228 website.

District 228 Phone Numbers

,
District 228 Websites (Click below)

District 228 Social Media (Click below)
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